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e Provide intercity travel capacity to supplement critically overused
interstate highways and commercial airports.

e Meet future intercity travel demand that will be unmet by present
transportation systems and increase capacity for intercity mobility.

e Maximize intermodal transportation opportunities by locating stations to
connect with local transit systems, airports, and highways.

o Improve the intercity travel experience for Californians by providing
comfortable, safe, frequent, and reliable high-speed travel.

e Provide a sustainable reduction in travel time between major urban
centers.

o Increase the efficiency of the intercity transportation system.

e Maximize the use of existing transportation corridors and rights-of-way
to the extent feasible.

e Develop a practical and economically viable transportation system that
can be implemented in phases by 2020 and generate revenues in excess
of operations and maintenance costs.

» Provide intercity travel in a manner sensitive to and protective of the
region’s natural and agricultural resources and reduce emissions and
vehicle miles traveled for intercity trips.

A description of the statewide and regional project need is contained in the
enclosed document.

Should you have comments, please provide them to us no later than
October 28, 2011. If there are no comments, please provide the Authority
and the FRA written agreement of your Checkpoint A concurrence. Any
questions regarding this submittal, please contact Bryan Porter at (916) 384-
9522 or via email at porter@pbworld.com. Thank you.

Sincerely,

| ,Z‘. ':;I:: X
Jo ' 3

Dan Leavitt
Deputy Director

Enclosure: San Jose to Merced Chapter 1, Purpose & Need

cc: David Valenstein and Melissa DuMond, FRA
Connell Dunning, EPA
Veronica Chan, Los Angeles District, USACE
Ann Koby and Gary Kennerley, CHSRA PMT
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Note: The San Jose to Merced Section and the Statewide System are described in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, of the Draft EIR/EIS.

Figure 1
HST System in California
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Note: The San Jose to Merced alternatives are described in Chapter 2, Alternatives, of the Draft EIR/EIS.
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